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ilBOX PCT SMALL ENTITY 

^Honorable Commissioner of 

T Patents and Trademarks PCT/EP00/02016 

Washington, D.C. 20231 - filed March 8, 2000 



Re: Application of Mario WANDEL and Thomas KOEHLER 
METHOD OF DIAGNOSING A GOLF SWING 

OurRef.: 3968.008 



Dear Sir: 



The following documents and fees are submitted herewith in connection with the above 
application for the purpose of entering the National stage under 35 U.S.C. §371 and in 
accordance with Chapter II of the Patent Cooperation Treaty: 



X_ this express request to immediately begin national 

examination procedures (35 U.S.C. 371(f)). 
X an executed Declaration and Power of Attorney. 
X_ a German Language International Application with 

European Search Report 
X_ an English (translation of the) International Application. 

an English (translation of) Article 19 claim amendments. 

English translation of Article 34 amendments (annexes to 

the IPER) and German language IPER. 

an executed Assignment and PTO 1595 form. 

X Preliminary Amendment 



A. 



Honorable Commissioner of 

Patents and Trademarks 
September 11, 2001 
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It is assumed that copies of the International Application, the International Search Report, 
the International Preliminary Examination Report, and any Articles 19 and 34 amendments as 
required by §371(c) will be supplied directly by the International Bureau, but if further copies are 
needed, the undersigned can easily provide them upon request. 

The Government filing fee is calculated as follows: 

Total claims 18 - 20 = x $ 9 = $ 

Independent Claims _2_ - 3 = x $40 = $ 

Base Fee $430.00* 



Pi A check for the statutory filing fee of $430.00 is attached. Please charge or credit any 
difference or overpayment to Deposit Account No. 16-0877. The Commissioner is hereby 
^authorized to charge any fees under 37 C.F.R. §1.492 which may be required during the entire 
Cpendency of the application to said Account. 



H Assertion is hereby made that the inventors qualify as independent inventors as defined 
Mn 37 C.F.R. §1.9(c) for purposes of paying reduced fees under Section 41(a) and (b) of Title 35, 
CUnited States Code, to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office with regard to the invention 
Entitled "METHOD OF DIAGNOSING A GOLF SWING", described in the specification filed 
herewith. 

Priority is claimed from March 11, 1999, based on German Application No. 199 10 739.4 
and from September 29, 1999, based on German Application No. 199 46 798.6. 



TOTAL FILING FEE 



$430.00 



m 

f*% A copy of the European Search Report is attached. 
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EXPRESS MAIL CERTIFICATE 

"EXPRESS MAIL" MAILING LABEL NUMBER: EL568147263US 

DATE OF DEPOSIT: September 1 1 , 2001 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing cover letter including the German Language 
International Application with European Search Report, English Language translation, 
Preliminary Amendment, twenty (20) sheets of formal drawings, payment of fee, and a stamped 
receipt post card are being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post 
Office to Addressee" service under 37 C.F.R. §1.10 on the date indicated and is addressed: 
■jlTTN: Box PCT, Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231. 

% The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
Slpequired at any time during the prosecution of this application without specific authorization, or 
igredit any overpayment, to Deposit Account Number/f&b877. 




m Sherri A. Campbell 
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PATENT APPLICATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of 
Mario WANDEL and Thomas KOEHLER 

Appln. No.: Group Art Unit: 

Filed: September 11, 2001 

For: METHOD OF DIAGNOSING A GOLF SWING 
Attorney Docket No.: 3968.008 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Box : PCT 

Honorable Commissioner of 

Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to consideration on the merits, please amend the 
above-identified application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel original claims 1-9 and insert the following 
replacement claims : 

10. A method for analyzing the pattern of movements of the 
thoracolumbar part of the spinal column in a golf swing 
comprising: 

- positioning a plurality of measurement value pick-ups 
along the spinal column of a human body of an experimentee; 

- wherein said measurement value pick-ups are adapted for 
detecting movements three -dimensionally in degrees of angle per 
transit time measurement, the speed, acceleration and/or the 
direction of movement of the body measurement points to be sensed 
during the golf swing; 
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coupling the measurement value pick-ups to a data 
processing apparatus which processes the recorded measurement 
values; 

storing measurement value comparative data from other 
experimentees in the data processing apparatus; and 

comparing the recorded measurement value data to the 
measured value comparative data and representing the measurement 
Q result on a display device coupled to the data processing 
apparatus, so that the observer can recognize the quality of the 
||J measured golf swing of the experimentee in relation to other 
Jt; experimentees . 

0 

* 11. A method as in claim 10 , wherein the number of value 

}** pick-ups along the spinal column of a human body of an 

tfS experimentee is three. 

r| 12. A method as in claim 10, wherein said pick-ups are 

r ~ ultrasonic measurement value pick-ups. 

13. A method according to Claim 10, wherein the following 
parameters are ascertained in the golf swing individually and/or 
jointly: 

- rotation of the lumbar spinal column (alphal curve, LSC) , 

- rotation of the thoracic spinal column (alpha2 curve, 

TSC) , 

- sagittal flexion of the lumbar spinal column (betal 
curve) , 

- sagittal flexion of the thoracic spinal column (beta2 
curve) , 

lateral flexion of the lumbar spinal column (gammal 
curve) , and 
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- lateral flexion of the thoracic spinal column (gamma2 
curve) . 

14. A method according to Claim 10, wherein an equilibrium 
measurement operation in the golf swing is also implemented. 

15. A method according to Claim 10, wherein there are 
provided means, by means of which the club head behavior, in 

yg particular its direction and rotation in the golf swing, is 
Jjj detected. 

in 

Q 16. A method as in claim 15, wherein said means for 

y detecting club head behavior is at least one of strain gauges and 
O accelerometers . 

jM* 17. A method according to Claim 10, wherein the measurement 

^ values are recorded a video recording of the experimentee is made 

and the recorded measurement data and also the video recording 

can be represented on the display device. 

18. A method according to Claim 10, wherein the anti- 
flexion, rotation and lateral flexion of an experimentee in the 
golf swing are ascertained in various positions in the golf 
swing, 

19. A method as in claim 18, wherein said positions of the 
golf swing are selected from the address position, the upper 
reversal point, the hitting point and the final position. 

20. A method according to Claim 10, wherein the present 
comparative data, golf swing pattern card recordal or 
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classification allocation is effected, in which golfers of 
different handicap scores are associated with given card 
recording values and that categorization of the experimentee in 
the overall card recordal is effected on the basis of the 
measured recorded data. 

21. A method according to Claim 10, wherein the 
classification card recordal comprises a plurality of surfaces 
and that different surfaces are associated with different 
performance stages of a golfer. 

22. A method for analyzing the pattern of movements of the 
thoracolumbar part of the spinal column in a golf swing 
comprising: 

- positioning a plurality of measurement value pick-ups on 
the human body; 

- the measurement value pick-ups are adapted for detecting 
movements three-dimensionally in degrees of angle per transit 
time measurement, the speed, acceleration and/or the direction of 
movement of the body measurement points to be sensed during the 
golf swing; 

coupling the measurement value pick-ups to a data 
processing apparatus which processes the recorded measurement 
values; and 

- representing the recorded measurement value data on the 
display device which is coupled to the data processing apparatus. 

23. A method as in claim 22, wherein the number of value 
pick-ups along the spinal column of a human body of an 
experimentee is three. 
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24. A method as in claim 22, wherein said measurement value 
pickups are placed along the spinal column 

25. A method as in claim 22, wherein said pick-ups are 
ultrasonic measurement value pick-ups . 

26. A method as in claim 22, wherein the measurement value 
data is displayed in the form of a measurement value curve 
prepared therefrom. 



27. A method as in claim 22, wherein the measurement value 
data is displayed in such a way that the observer can recognize 
the quality of the measured golf swing of the experimentee . 



REMARKS 



The claims have been amended to conform the original 
translated claims to U.S. requirements, i.e., in order to 
eliminate multiple dependent claims and claims improperly 
depending from multiple dependent claims, and to otherwise 
conform the claims to U.S. practice. Care has been taken to 
ensure that no new matter is added to the text . 

Entry and favorable consideration prior to consideration are 
respectfully requested. 

Res^e.ctfuXly ^submitted, 



Pendorf & Cut 1 iff 
P.O. Box 20445 
Tampa, Florida 33622-0445 
(813) 886-6085 
Dated: September 11, 2001 
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EXPRESS MAIL CERTIFICATE 



" EXPRESS MAIL" MAILING LABEL NUMBER: EL5681472 63US 

DATE OF DEPOSIT: September 11, 2001 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that this Preliminary Amendment and a 
return receipt postcard are being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" 
service under 37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated and is addressed: 
ATTN: BOX PCT, Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 

Washington, D.C, 20231. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees which may be required at any time during the 
prosecution of this application without specific authorization, 
or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 16-0877. 






METHOD OF DIAGNOSING A GOLF SWING 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



Field of the Invention 

The invention concerns a method and an apparatus for analysing the pattern 
of movements of the thoracolumbar part of the spinal column of a human being in a 
golf swing. 

Analysis of the movements involved in a golf swing indicates that the main 
load and stressing is to be found in the lower third of the axial skeleton. Video 
recordings of that anatomical region also clearly show possible errors in the position 
of address and at any moment in time of the golf swing. Nonetheless a video 
action, however perfect it may be, of a golfing instructor on the range is not 
adequately suitable for explaining reasons for a defective striking technique or the 
causal relationships between a defective striking technique and back complaints. 



Therefore the object of the present invention is to provide a suitable analysis 
method and an apparatus for carrying it out, by means of which golf swing analysis 
can be implemented in a very precise, rapid and inexpensive manner. 

In accordance with the invention, that object is attained by a method and an 
apparatus for analysing the pattern of movements of the thoracolumbar part of the 
spinal column in a golf swing. 

In the method and apparatus according to the invention for example three 
ultrasonic measurement value pick-ups are so applied to the back of a guinea-pig 
or experimentee that the movements of the upper region of the spinal column can 
be recorded by means of two of the measurement value pick-ups and the 
movement in the lower region of the spinal column can be recorded by the third 
measurement value pick-up. By means of the measurement value pick-ups it is 
possible to define three-dimensional movement cursions and amplitudes (in 
degrees of angle). Such measurement value pick-ups - also referred to as triple 
markers - are located cranially at the height of the upper spinal column and the 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
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D.C. 20231, ON THIS DATE. THE COMMISSIONER IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED 




lower spinal column on the connecting line of the two upper rear intestine leg 
extensions in caudal relationship. In this case the degrees of angle in the sagittal 
plane (anteflexion), horizontal plane (rotation) and frontal plane (lateral flexion) are 
given by a reference marker at all times. Included in that respect are moments 
(various stages) in a golf swing, such as for example the address position, the 
upper reversal point, the striking point and the final position of the golf club in the 
golf swing. 

The data ascertained with the measurement value pick-ups are passed to a 
data processing apparatus, for example a personal computer (PC), which processes 
the recorded measurement value data. In addition, measurement value 
comparative data are also stored in that data processing apparatus and, from the 
comparison of the recorded measurement value data with the measurement value 
comparative data, it is possible to derive reliable information about the quality of 
the golf swing posture or the pattern of movements of the thoracolumbar part of 
the spinal column in the golf swing. The result of the pattern of movements of an 
experimentee are so represented on the display device which is coupled to the data 
processing apparatus, that the viewer can see the quality of the measured golf 
swing of the experimentee, in relation to other experimentees. 

The data material of the measurement value comparative data is ascertained 
from the investigation of a plurality of experimentees. In that situation, the 
experimentees perform a plurality of hits using different clubs (for example a 5 
wood, a 6 iron, a wedge, and a putter). For evaluation purposes, it has been found 
that the most appropriate course of action is to analyse for each experimentee only 
one hit, namely the fifth hit (second hit with a 6 iron) as the movement of the 
spinal column is almost identical in all hits, except with the putter. As the 
movement of the spinal column is extremely slight when putting, it is desirable only 
to take account of the starting position when putting. 

With the measurement value pick-ups, it is possible to record the various 
movements and directions of movement of the spinal column measurement points 
and represent them in various curves. In that respect, in the representation 
thereof, the alphal curve detects the rotation of the LSC (lower spinal column 



region), the alpha2 curve detects the rotation of the TSC (thoracic spinal column 
region), the betal curve detects the sagittal flexion of the LSC, the beta2 curve the 
sagittal flexion of the TSC, the gammal curve the lateral flexion of the LSC and the 
gamma2 curve the lateral flexion of the TSC. 

For the purposes of analysing the measured data sets it is possible to use a 
statistical classification method and self-organised cards which permit direct quality 
assessment of an experimentee in comparison with the measurement value 
comparative data. 

The invention is based on the realisation that characteristic differences 
between the swing curves of players of different classes of performance can be 
represented and that also the properties of the curves are important in order to 
ascertain the distinction between the classes of performance. It is also possible with 
the ascertained data to determine the optimum swing and also to ascertain from 
the ascertained data the relationship between given properties of the swing curves 
and back complaints on the part of the experimentee. 

In a specific test procedure a total of 88 male experimentees in each class of 
player were investigated three-dimensionally by means of an ultrasound-supported 
test method at all moments in time in a golf swing (inter alia also the address 
position, the backswing, the downward swing and followthrough and the final 
position). By interpreting the measurement value curves of the individual 
experimentees it was possible to find out characteristic features of an optimum golf 
swing, and overall it was possible to define 124 criteria which make it possible to 
define professionals, handicap players and beginners. By illustration and definition 
of those features it is possible to recognise an optimum pattern of movements of 
the thoracolumbar parts of the axial skeleton. Accordingly the analysis method 
according to the invention can be deemed to be suitable for illustrating and 
analysing an optimum swing performance. To the same extent this method can be 
helpful in avoiding golf-specific injury patterns and proposing specific targeted 
therapeutic movement programs. 

The information content of the measurement value data obtained was 
investigated with statistical and neuronal classification methods. The part played by 



the properties which were found to be important for distinguishing the classes 
involved was visually displayed with self-organised cards. 

The data obtained were standardised to the beginning of the hit (from the 
maximum point of rotation of the TSC back 50 steps in time to the right) so that it 
was possible to apply automatic processing of classification features. In order to be 
able to obtain comprehensible results it is important in this respect to supply to the 
automatic analysis method data which are composed of individual properties of the 
curves which can also be interpreted for a human being, such as for example swing 
duration, speed of rotation and acceleration. 
^ For each curve (rotation, sagittal flexion, lateral flexion for TSC and LSC (six 

2 curves per hit)), eleven to twenty four properties are extracted, depending on the 
fi respective type of curve involved. In total therefore 124 properties (P01-5-P ... 
m P30-5-A ... P88-5-B) are only named for the curves. 

q The data from questionnaires (age, height, handicap and so forth) as well as 

* measured values from medical examination are treated separately, 
g A series of the properties which optimise recognition of the playing strength 

^ of the experimentee was then sought. It is only with difficulty that the playing 
H strength of a golfer can be subdivided into a plurality of classes, as the transitions 
2 are fluid. It is preferable to divide the playing strengths into three classes, namely 
professionals, amateurs and beginners. 

In order to be able to define an optimum swing the properties which most 
clearly distinguish the professionals from the others were selected. Here the 
recognition value is very much higher (up to 66%). That value is increased to 72% 
by combining given properties, 

In the method according to the invention a (self-organised) card is trained 
for the properties of a swing of each experimentee in order to show the most 
important items of information contained in those data, for the purposes of 
distinguishing the classes. After the training operation the card includes a two- 
dimensional representation of the three-dimensional data set. Adjacent fields on the 
card in that respect represent similar patterns from the data set. 



4 



The arrangement of the fields on the cards is retained while properties such 
as handicap, height, age and so forth can be represented by properties of the swing 
in gray values on the card. The gray values indicate high (dark) or low (light) 
values for the respective parameter being considered. 

With the method and apparatus according to the invention, it was possible in 
as many phases as possible and preferably in each phase of the golf swing for same 
to be sufficiently accurately recognised, which is made possible by the sequence in 
respect of time of the measured data. 

In this respect, there are in particular clear features which distinguish a good 
golf swing. 

In general terms, in regard to a good golf swing, it can be said that the 
movements in the TSC are markedly greater than in the LSC, but they are similar 
from the point of view of structure in the respective direction of movement. The 
alpha curve (rotation), with the back swing movement, firstly goes into the 
negative region, to a maximum, the end of the back swing. With the followthrough 
the curve goes from the negative into the positive region, until it reaches a 
maximum, the end of the swing. The beta curve (sagittal flexion) is determined by 
a maximum (maximum sagittal flexion at the end of the back swing) before there 
is a minimum which describes the slight sagittal extension in the back swing 
movement. After the minimum the curve goes more strongly into the negative 
region to a minimum which is the maximum sagittal extension at the end of the 
swing. The second minimum is markedly greater than the first minimum. The 
gamma curve (lateral flexion) is characterised by a maximum (maximum lateral 
flexion towards the right at the end of the back swing) and by a minimum 
(maximum lateral flexion towards the left at the end of the swing). After the 
minimum, there is again a maximum which indicates the magnitude of the lateral 
flexion towards the right at the end of the swing, the weight adjustment at the end 
of the swing. 

Experimentees who did not satisfy the above-indicated criteria in their swing 
curves were excluded from the analysis method when determining the comparative 
data. 



The (self-organised) card material which results from 124 parameters shows 
marked delimitations of professionals in relation to other players and represents a 
marked delimitation in respect of the beginners (gray values represent handicap; in 
this respect light denotes a low handicap (that is to say the professional area)). In 
the cards each individual field denotes a given swing pattern. It was found that the 
swing patterns of professional players are only limited to a given range. Those 
swing pattern card fields are in mutually adjacent relationship and are emphasised 
by the delimitation line in the cards. 

A good curve swing is firstly to be seen on the basis of the typical curve 

Q configuration. In order to be able to better define the swing performance for 
professionals, the best parameters which are suitable for distinguishing the 

y professional from others are additionally necessary. The best individual parameters 

f n for recognising the professionals and thus also for determining the optimum swing 

O are as follows: 

J" Parameters for the rotational movement (sorted in accordance with the time 
O sequence of the swing): 

H In the case of a good swing the moment in time of the maximum rotational 

acceleration of the LSC occurs at the same time as the reversal point between the 

■H end of the back swing and the beginning of the forward swing, at TU 70 (grid 9). 

The moment in time of the maximum negative acceleration of the rotation of 
the LSC in the forward swing and followthrough is in all precisely 17 TU after the 
moment in time of the maximum rotational acceleration of the LSC. There is 
therefore a direct relationship between those two features. In the case of a good 
swing the moment in time of the maximum negative rotational acceleration of the 
LSC is atTU 87 (grid 11). 

The rotational movement of the LSC lasts in the case of a good swing for 
0.51 seconds which corresponds to 17 TU (grids 9 and 11). 

Parameters for the sagittal movement (sorted in accordance with the time 
sequence of the swing): 
Back swing: 
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The maximum flexion acceleration of the TSC in the back swing is lower in 
the case of the beginners than in the case of the professionals and amateurs. A 
maximum acceleration through 0.3° in 0.03 seconds in the back swing is an 
optimum for a good swing (grid 66). 

The speed through 1° in 0.03 seconds is to be specified as the optimum 
flexion speed of the TSC in the back swing. In particular beginners reach lower 
flexion speeds (grid 62). 

The moment in time of the maximum sagittal flexion of the LSC is around TU 
70 (grid 26) in the case of a good swing. 

Forward swing and followthrough: 

The moment in time of the maximum acceleration of sagittal extension of the 
LSC, in the case of a good swing, is between TU 70 and TU 75 (grid 46). 

The moment in time of the maximum extension speed of the LSC in the case 
of a good swing is around TU 84. It is only in the case of some beginners that that 
moment in time is between 4 and 6 TU later (grid 40). 

The maximum extension speed of the LSC in the forward swing and 
followthrough, for a good swing, should be no slower than 1.2 (grid 39). 

The maximum negative extension acceleration should be no less than 0.2° in 
0.03 seconds (grid 47). 

The average extension speed of the TSC should be no slower than 0.4° in 
0.03 seconds (grid 61). 

The maximum extension speed of the TSC should be no less than 1° in 0.03 
seconds (grid 64). 

End of the swing: 

The LSC at the end of the swing should exhibit an extension of at least 1° 
(grid 29). 

The TSC at the end of the swing should exhibit an extension of at least 5° 
(grid 54). 

The moment in time of the maximum extension of the LSC should take place 
before TU 110 (grid 30). 
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The moment in time of the maximum extension of the TSC should take place 
before TU 104 (grid 55). 

Parameters for the lateral movement fsorted in accordance with the time sequence 
of the swing): 

Forward swing and followthrough: 

The moment in time of the maximum flexion speed of the LSC should be no 
later than TU 83 (grid 88). 

The moment in time of the maximum lateral flexion of the LSC towards the 
left should be no later than TU 90 (grid 76). 

End of the swing: 

For a good swing the moment in time of the maximum acceleration of the 
LSC towards the right should be prior to TU 92 (grid 96). 

The maximum acceleration of the TSC towards the right should be no less 
than 1° in 0.03 seconds (grid 120). 

The moment in time of the maximum flexion speed of the LSC towards the 
right should be around TU 90 and should occur no later than TU 95 (grid 90). 

The maximum negative acceleration of the TSC towards the right should be 
no less than 0.15° in 0.03 seconds (grid 122). 

The moment in time of the maximum negative acceleration of the LSC 
towards the right should not occur after TU 105 (grid 98). 

The crucial aspect in regard to recognising professionals is the movements in 
the frontal and sagittal planes. A value for determining the rotation occurs at the 
seventh place. Further clear features which are typical of professionals are as 
follows: 

1. Rotation 

- Address position in the LSC is different, rather towards the left than 
towards the right. No. 0. In regard to the TSC here the professionals rotate furthest 
towards the right. No. 12. 

- The magnitude of the maximum rotational angle of the LSC towards the 
right at the end of the back swing is medium in the case of the professionals, while 
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a small angle is typical of beginners. No. 1. In the case of the TSC the rotational 
angle towards the right is greater, in the case of all experimentees of approximately 
equal size. No. 13. 

- The magnitude of the maximum rotational angle of the LSC towards the left 
at the end of the swing is medium in the case of the professionals, the angle is 
small in the case of the beginners. No. 2. In regard to the TSC here a medium 
value is typical of the professionals and also of most of the other experimentees. 
No. 14. 

- The total angle of rotation of the LSC in the forward swing and 
followthrough is small or large in the case of the beginners, large in the case of 
some amateurs, and medium in the case of the professionals. No. 3. In regard to 
the TSC, a medium to somewhat higher value is typical of the professionals. It 
seems to be similar in regard to all others, in which respect in regard to some 
beginners in relation to whom extremely large or extremely small values in respect 
of the LSC are typical, those values for the TSC are precisely at the other extreme. 
No. 15. 

- The duration of the forward swing and followthrough in the case of the 
professionals is short in the LSC. No. 4. In the TSC it is also short or somewhat 
longer, while the rotation of the TSC in the case of all experimentees lasts 
somewhat longer than that of the LSC. No. 16. 

- The moment in time of the maximum speed of rotation in the forward swing 
and followthrough is only early in the case of the professionals, otherwise it is 
medium. No. 7. 

- The average speed of rotation of the LSC in the case of the professionals is 
not as high as in the case of some amateurs. Beginners rotate more slowly. Nos. 5, 
6, 8 and 10. The amateurs and professionals whose speed of rotation in the LSC is 
very high have a low average speed of rotation in the TSC. The experimentees who 
rotate rather slowly in the LSC rotate faster in the TSC. Nos. 17, 18, 20 and 22. 

2. Sagittal flexion 

- In the address position the magnitude of the sagittal flexion in the TSC is 
almost always equal and opposite to the sagittal flexion in the LSC. The 



professionals involve a greater degree of flexion in the LSC than in the TSC, where 
only slight angles of inclination are to be found. For some beginners severe sagittal 
flexion in the TSC is typical. In the case of those experimentees only a slight degree 
of flexion of the LSC is to be found. Nos. 49, 24. 

- In the case of the professionals the moment in time of the maximum 
sagittal flexion of the LSC at the end of the back swing is very early in comparison 
with the other experimentees, the TSC reaches that maximum mediumly fast. Nos. 
26, 51. 

- The extension angle of the LSC in the case of the professionals is great in 
the back swing in comparison with the others, while in regard to the TSC it is rather 
small in the case of the professionals. Nos. 27 and 52. 

- The sagittal extension angle at the end of the swing is at the greatest in the 
case of the professionals in the TSC and the LSC. Nos. 29 and 54. The moment in 
time of that maximum extension angle is at the earliest in the case of the 
professionals. Nos. 30 and 55. 

- The extension movement in the forward swing and followthrough occurs in 
the case of the professionals in the TSC and the LSC very quickly and very early in 
comparison with the others. Nos. 36, 39, 40, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 60, 61, 62, 64, 65, 
66, 67, 68 and 70. 

3. Lateral flexion 

- Lateral flexion in the address position of the TSC is in the medium region in 
the case of all experimentees. No. 99, while in most thereof it is further towards the 
right for the LSC. A medium value is respectively indicated for the professionals, 
the LSC somewhat more towards the right. No. 74. 

- The magnitude of the lateral flexion angle towards the left at the end of the 
swing is medium in the case of the professionals in comparison with the others. 
Nos. 75 and 100. 

- The moment in time of the maximum lateral flexion towards the left at the 
end of the swing is at the earliest in the case of the professionals in the LSC, while 
for the TSC the moment in time is rather medium-fast. Nos. 76 and 101. 
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- The maximum lateral flexion towards the right in the back swing is greater 
in the LSC in the case of the professionals than in the case of most of the others. 
No. 77. For the JSC it is rather on average of medium magnitude. No. 102. 

- The lateral displacement towards the right at the end of the swing is of 
medium magnitude in the case of the professionals. Nos. 79 and 104. For 
beginners, that is a good recognition feature as they bend severely towards the 
right with the LSC. No. 82. 

- Professionals move their weight fastest from right to left in the JSC in the 
forward swing and followthrough. Nos. 88, 90, 92 and 96. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The following figures illustrate a case example of the inventive method. The 
figures show: 

Figure 1 shows a card illustration of different swing patterns. In this respect 
adjacent fields in a card denote similar swing patterns. Entered in each card field 
are three bars of which the left shows the number of professionals, the middle 
shows the number of amateurs and the right one shows the number of beginners. 

Figures 2a, 2b and 3 show surface card representations in respect of the 
alphal, betal and gammal curves (Figure 2) and alpha2, beta2 and gamma2 
curves (Figure 3). 

In this respect also a light card area denotes a low handicap and a dark area 
a high handicap. 

The illustrations in Figures 4a-e show the various curves alphal, betal, 
gammal, alpha2, beta2 and gamma2 with and without superimposition. The 
moment in time of the upper reversal point between the end of the back swing and 
the beginning of the forward swing is to be recognised as a vertical. 

Figure 5 shows a typical measurement value curve of an experimentee at 
alphal, betal and gammal. In this case the alpha curve shows rotation, the beta 
curve shows sagittal flexion and the gamma curve shows lateral flexion, in this case 
the measurement point AiMax shows the moment in time of the maximum rotation 
towards the left, the measurement time AiMin shows the point of maximum 
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rotation towards the right, and so forth. It is particularly advantageous if that 
measurement curve of an experimentee is displayed on a display unit. The operator 
can immediately recognise therefrom the body behaviour of the experimentee in 
performing the golf swing and can draw his attention to any errors (see in that 
respect also claim 9). It will be appreciated that it is also possible for the 
measurement value curves of an experimentee at alpha2, alpha3, beta2, beta3, 
gamma2 and gamma3 to be represented on the display device. 
Properties of the alphal curves: 

The al curve detects the rotation of the spinal column at the location of the 
lower sensor. With the back swing movement the curve firstly goes into the 
negative region, to the maximum which we can view as an indicator for the 
beginning of the actual strike. With the swing, the curve goes from the negative 
region into the positive region, reaches a maximum and thereafter falls away again. 
The properties described hereinafter can now be automatically extracted from that 
curve. In regard to naming the individual properties of the curve, the Greek letters 
a, p and y have been replaced by A, B and G in order to avoid font problems with 
the software used. All notations in regard to the moment in time relate to the 
beginning of the strike which is assumed to be at the minimum of the <x2 curve 
(Figure 5). 
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Al-PosO: 
Al-Min: 

Al-Max: 

Al-SwAngl: 
Al-SwTi: 



Al-SwSpAv: 



Al-SwSpMax: 
Al-SwSpMaxTi: 
Al-AccPosMax: 
Al- 

AccPosMaxTi: 

Al-AccNegMax: 

Al- 

AccNegMaxTi: 



Zero position (starting position). 

Value of the minimum (angle at the beginning of the 
swing). 

Value of the maximum (angle at the end of the swing, 
see 'Al-SwTi'). 

Difference between Al-Max and Al-Min (total angle). 
Time between minimum and end of the swing. Here the 
moment in time of the maximum negative acceleration is 
viewed as the end of the swing (see below; 'Al- 
AccNegMaxTi'). In most alpha curves it appears 
appropriate to view the moment in time of the Al- 
maximum as the end of the swing, but unfortunately not 
every swing curve has a maximum which can be 
interpreted as a unique end of a swing. Therefore, 
instead, the value of 'Al-AccNegMaxTi 1 is used, which is 
more reliable in terms of detection. 
Average speed of rotation between the moment in time 
of the Al-minimum and the moment in time of the 
maximum negative acceleration. 
Maximum speed of rotation. 
Moment in time of the maximum speed of rotation 
Maximum acceleration. 

Moment in time of the maximum acceleration. 

Maximum negative acceleration (deceleration). 
Moment in time of the maximum negative acceleration. 
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Properties of the betal curves 

The pi curve involves the sagittal flexion of the spinal column at the lower 

sensor. Striking points are a maximum and a local minimum before the maximum 
and one thereafter. The following properties are extracted from the pi curves: 



Bl-PosO: 

Bl-Max: 

Bl-MaxTi: 

Bl-Minl: 

Bl-MinlTi: 

Bl-Min2: 

Bl-Min2Ti: 

Bl-SwAngll: 

Bl-SwAngl2: 

Bl-DminlMin2: 

Bl-TminlMin2: 

Bl-SwSpAvl: 

Bl-SwSpAv2: 

Bl-SwSpMaxl: 

Bl-SwSpMaxlTi: 

Bl-SwSpMax2; 
Bl-SwSpMax2Ti: 

Bl-AccPosMaxl: 

Bl-AccPosMaxlTi: 

Bl-AccNegMaxl: 

Bl-AccNegMaxlTi: 

Bl-AccPosMax2: 

Bl-AccPosMax2Ti: 

Bl-AccNegMax2: 

Bl-AccNegMax2Ti: 



Zero position (starting position). 
Maximum. 

Moment in time of the maximum. 
First minimum (before the maximum). 
Moment in time of the first minimum. 
Second minimum (after the maximum). 
Moment in time of the second minimum, 
Difference between maximum and minimum-1. 
Difference between maximum and minimum-2. 
Difference between minimum-1 and minimum-2. 
Time between minimum-1 and minimum-2. 
Average speed between minimum-1 and maximum. 
Average speed between maximum and minimum-2. 
Maximum speed between minimum-1 and maximum. 
Moment in time of the maximum speed between 
minimum-1 and maximum 

Maximum speed between maximum and minimum-2. 
Moment in time of the maximum speed between 
maximum and minimum-2. 

Maximum acceleration between minimum-1 and 
maximum. 

Moment in time of the maximum acceleration 
between minimum-1 and maximum. 
Maximum negative acceleration between minimum-1 
and maximum. 

Moment in time of the maximum negative 
acceleration between minimum-1 and maximum. 
Maximum acceleration between maximum and 
minimum-2. 

Moment in time of the maximum acceleration 
between maximum and minimum-2. 
Maximum negative acceleration between maximum 
and minimum-2. 

Moment in time of the maximum negative 
acceleration between maximum and minimum-2. 



The typical pronounced second minimum is not present in all pi curves. In 
the cases in which the curve configuration is atypical, there is naturally also no 
usable value for the moment in time of the second minimum and the other 
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calculated properties which depend on that value. The properties extracted in that 
respect are then only limitedly comparable to those from curves with an 'typical 1 
configuration. 

Properties of the gammal curves 

The yl curve involves the lateral flexion of the spinal column at the lower 
sensor. Striking points are a minimum and a local maximum before that minimum 
and one thereafter. The following properties are extracted from the yl curves: 



Gl-PosO: 

Gl-Min: 

Gl-MinTi: 

Gl-Maxl: 

Gl-MaxlTi: 

Gl-Max2: 

Gl-Max2Ti: 

Gl-SwAngll: 

Gl-SwAngl2: 

Gl-DmaxlMax2: 

Gl-TmaxlMax2: 

Gl-SwSpAvl: 

Gl-SwSpAv2: 

Gl-SwSpMaxl: 

Gl-SwSpMaxlTi: 

Gl-SwSpMax2: 
Gl-SwSpMax2Ti: 

Gl-AccPosMaxl: 

Gl-AccPosMaxlTi: 

Gl-AccNegMaxl: 

Gl-Accl\legMaxlTi: 

Gl-AccPosMax2: 

Gl-AccPosMax2Ti: 

Gl-AccNegMax2: 

G 1 -AccNeg Max2Ti : 



Zero position (starting position). 
Minimum. 

Moment in time of the minimum. 
Maximum-1. 

Moment in time of the first maximum. 
Maximum-2. 

Moment in time of the second maximum. 
Difference between maximum-1 and minimum. 
Difference between maximum-2 and minimum. 
Difference between maximum-1 and maximum-2. 
Time between maximum-1 and maximum-2. 
Average speed between maximum-1 and minimum. 
Average speed between minimum and maximum-2. 
Maximum speed between maximum-1 and minimum. 
Moment in time of the maximum speed between 
maximum-1 and minimum. 

Maximum speed between minimum and maximum-2. 
Moment in time of the maximum speed between 
minimum and maximum-2. 

Maximum acceleration between maximum-1 and 
minimum. 

Moment in time of the maximum acceleration 
between maximum-1 and minimum. 
Maximum negative acceleration between maximum-1 
and minimum. 

Moment in time of the maximum negative 
acceleration between maximum-1 and minimum. 
Maximum acceleration between minimum and 
maximum-2. 

Moment in time of the maximum acceleration 
between minimum and maximum-2. 
Maximum negative acceleration between minimum 
and maximum-2. 

Moment in time of the maximum negative 
acceleration between minimum and maximum-2. 
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Here extraction of the second local maximum in part gives rise to problems. 
In the case of many players (or swings) it is severely pronounced, whereas in many 
cases there is not a pronounced minimum in the area in question of 140 
measurement values. The curve shown in Figure 1 also does not involve a 'typical 1 
local maximum: the curve rises to the end of the region being considered of 140 
values. 

Properties of the curves relating to alpha2, beta2, gamma2. 

The similarity between the structures of the two alpha curves (al and a2) is 
so great that the same properties can be extracted for both curves. The same 
applies for the two beta curves and the two gamma curves. Overall therefore for 
each swing 124 properties of the three curves are extracted: 12 each for the alpha 
curves and 25 each for the beta and gamma curves. In the designations of the 
curve properties, A stands for a, B for p and G for y. All moment in time notations in 
the a, p and y curves relate to the beginning of the strike which is assumed to be at 
the minimum of the a2 curve. 

Figures 6a through h show in 124 different views the card recording of all 
parameters. 

Figure 7 also shows card recording in 20 views, in regard to which other 
parameters not involving the golf swing are taken into account. Such parameters 
are for example the age of the experimentee, his height, his weight, the time he 
has been playing golf, his handicap and so forth. 

Figure 8 shows the measurement arrangement for an experimentee, which is 
provided with three ultrasonic pick-ups whose recorded values are received by a 
data processing apparatus coupled thereto. 
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CLAIMS 



1. A method and apparatus for analysing the pattern of movements of the 
thoracolumbar part of the spinal column in a golf swing comprising: 

- a plurality of, for example three, measurement value pick-ups which are 
positioned on the human body, preferably at the spinal column; 

- the measurement value pick-ups are preferably ultrasonic measurement 
value pick-ups for detecting movements three-dimensionally in degrees of angle 
per transit time measurement, the speed, acceleration and/or the direction of 
movement of the body measurement points to be sensed during the golf swing; 

- the measurement value pick-ups are coupled to a data processing 
apparatus which processes the recorded measurement values; 

- measurement value comparative data from other experimentees are stored 
in the data processing apparatus; and 

- the recorded measurement value data are compared to the measured value 
comparative data and the measurement result is represented on a display device 
coupled to the data processing apparatus, so that the observer can recognise the 
quality of the measured golf swing of the experimentee in relation to other 
experimentees. 

2. A method and apparatus as set forth in claim 1 characterised in that the 
following parameters are ascertained in the golf swing individually and/or jointly: 

- rotation of the lumbar spinal column (alphal curve, LSC), 

- rotation of the thoracic spinal column (alpha2 curve, TSC), 

- sagittal flexion of the lumbar spinal column (betal curve), 

- sagittal flexion of the thoracic spinal column (beta2 curve), 

- lateral flexion of the lumbar spinal column (gammal curve), and 

- lateral flexion of the thoracic spinal column (gamma2 curve). 
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3. A method and apparatus as set forth in one of the preceding claims 
characterised in that an equilibrium measurement operation in the golf swing is also 
implemented. 

4. A method and apparatus as set forth in one of the preceding claims 
characterised in that there are provided means (strain gauges, accelerometers), by 
means of which the club head behaviour, in particular its direction and rotation in 
the golf swing, is detected. 

5. A method and apparatus as set forth in one of the preceding claims 
characterised in that when the measurement values are recorded a video recording 
of the experimentee is made and the recorded measurement data and also the 
video recording can be represented on the display device. 

6. A method and apparatus as set forth in one of the preceding claims 
characterised in that the anteflexion, rotation and lateral flexion of an experimentee 
in the golf swing are ascertained in various positions in the golf swing, such as for 
example the address position, the upper reversal point, the hitting point and the 
final position. 

7. A method and apparatus as set forth in one of the preceding claims 
characterised in that, for the present comparative data, golf swing pattern card 
recordal or classification allocation is effected, in which golfers of different handicap 
scores are associated with given card recording values and that categorisation of 
the experimentee in the overall card recordal is effected on the basis of the 
measured recorded data. 

8. A method and apparatus as set forth in one of the preceding claims 
characterised in that the classification card recordal comprises a plurality of 
surfaces and that different surfaces are associated with different performance 
stages of a golfer. 
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9. A method and apparatus for analysing the pattern of movements of the 
thoracolumbar part of the spinal column in a golf swing comprising: 

- a plurality of, for example three, measurement value pick-ups which are 
positioned on the human body, preferably at the spinal column; 

- the measurement value pick-ups are preferably ultrasonic measurement 
value pick-ups for detecting movements three-dimensionally in degrees of angle 
per transit time measurement, the speed, acceleration and/or the direction of 
movement of the body measurement points to be sensed during the golf swing; 

- the measurement value pick-ups are coupled to a data processing 
apparatus which processes the recorded measurement values; and 

- the recorded measurement value data, in particular a measurement value 
curve prepared therefrom, are represented on the display device which is coupled 
to the data processing apparatus, more specifically preferably in such a way that 
the observer can recognise the quality of the measured golf swing of the 
experimentee (Figure 5). 
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to disclose any material information under 37 C.F.R. §1 .56(a) which occurred between the filing date of the prior 
application and the national or PCT international filing date of this application: 



Application No. 



Filing Date 



Status 

(patented, pending, abandoned) 



l hereby appoint Stephan A. Pendorf, Reg. No. 32,66_5;^ / ate K. Cutiirr, Reg. No. 4€yS££~er,d Evelyn A. Defi!:; 

4§J&0 > my attorneys to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office 
^ connected therewith, and request that all correspondence about the application be addressed to Stephan A. Pendorf at 
j Pendorf & Cutlify^Box^^ ~ _ 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that 
willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001 
and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



First Inventor Mario WANDEL 



Date 



80, OK- 



Signature . 



Oh 



Second Inventor Thomas KOHLER 



Date 



Signature . 



Residence for both Inventors: same as mailing address 



•express Wl rLA B a no, £Urt>Pi<f?^3C/S> 

>X AM I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PAPER IS BEING DEPOSITED WITH THE 
. , , P , (I . , t . , , „ ^ ^OrO \ UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE "EXPRESS MAIL POST OFFICE TO 

Mailing Address for both Inventors : Nernststrasse 6, 28357 Bremen, Germaw REssEE* service under 37 cfr 1.10 in an envelope addressed 

rs+;-,^^;~ u«+u I™ — TOTTHE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS, WASHINGTON. 

Citizenship for both Inventors. Germany d.c« 20231 , on this date the commissioner ts hereby authorized 

TO CHARGE ANY FEES ARISING HEREFROM AT ANY TIME TO DEPOSIT 
ACCOUNT 16-0077. 



GATE 




SIGNATURE 



